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What a wonderful month we the SAF 
have had with so many positives 
happening and needed changes taking 
place. Greetings from a balmy, monsoon 
season in the Philippines. Thanks to all 
our visitors who dropped in and shared 
their time and blessings with the 
children. A big thank you to our manager 
Gilda and her husband Dexter, for the 
long hours they put in to make things run 
smoothly.  Often it's the workers that  
do not get the recognition they deserve.  
You guys are my unsung heroes.   

 
 
 
Lots been happening on our building 
programme this month with permits 
being drawn up now for the children to 
finally move into their new facility later 
this month.  In one inspection from the 
local council/municipal engineer it was 
found that a gable above the boys’ 
dormitory had been damaged so badly in 
the earthquake we had that it needed to 
come down and be replaced.  This is 
being done as I write this letter.  Thanks 
to all who generously responded to this 
need.  
Living in a developing country is exciting 
and energising as development moves at 
a rapid pace especially in the city's and 
can almost leave one believing the poor 
have left us but in truth they are getting 
pushed out of the city's inner areas to 
the fringes.  A new middle class is 
emerging here and noticeably their lives 
have the trimmings of a western life 
style.  More employment is emerging as 
foreign based companies set up their 
bases, taking advantage of a much 

cheaper labour force. But in this fast 
paced change going on, change among 
the poor is very slow and the challenge 
becomes greater for them as prices rise 
to meet the middle class demands.  A 
simple example of this is garlic (a staple 
used by all Pinoy) which went, in the last 
two weeks, from 16 peso a kilo to 200 
peso a kilo.  
Among the many we help in Cebu I was 
challenged to listen to a lady who is the 
sole earner in her family of nine. This is 
her story: “Papa died a few years ago of 
a heart attack and I am the oldest so 
must provide for my family.  I earn two 
hundred pesos a day ($4.50). I pay for 
my transport to work and buy a little 
lunch and have about half of my money 
left to take care of my family. I am 
allowed one day off work but in truth 
can't afford to take that day off.  I am 
living on one hundred and twenty pesos 
($2.50) a day to care for a family of nine.  
Four of my siblings are in school, Mama 
is ill, and my own children are also in 
school.  We live in a squatter house as 
we can't afford our own.  I work from 
1.00pm until midnight and arrive home 
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by 1.00 am.  Then it's time to prepare my 
children and my siblings lunches for their 
next day at school.  After that I can do 
my laundry and then rest a few hours 
until my youngest child wakes at five am. 
Tell me what it's like to sleep for many 
hours?  
This is the reality of millions in the 
Philippines.  I share this story to enable 
us to better understand the hardships of 
poverty, and to remind us how big the 
gap is between rich  
(us) and the poor.  I always keep before 
me, "What if that was me? " as a 
reminder to me that I have a 
responsibility to help the poor.  The 
great challenge we have in the West is 
seeing beyond our own needs and wants 
to others who are so much less 
fortunate. One of the greatest joys of life 
is in giving.  No amount of material gain 
can give such pleasure.  
Thank you for walking this journey with 
us at SAF as we collectively change lives. 
  
Martin 
 

Your financial support makes 
such a difference.  Thank you for 
your faithful and committed 
giving.  This month we do not 
have a specific project but we 
always need ongoing support. 

Your support is vital to us. 

Any help can go to either of the 
Shepherd’s Arms bank accounts : 

Shepherds Arms Foundation of 
Philippines Inc. A/C no. 007712000321  

or in NZ - Shepherds Arms Foundation- 
12 3223 0035597 00  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happenings at Shepherd’s Arms 

 

 

 

 

 

Earthquake damage... repairing part of 
the boy’s dorm damaged in the 
earthquake last October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These photos were taken when the 
downstairs floor of the new building was 
laid in June this year. It is now nearly 
ready to be used. 

Thank God for using people around the 
world to make the completion of this 
building possible. 
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